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FOREWORD. 


In issuing this brief résumé of work done in the 
various military areas during the war we would 
acknowledge most gratefully the cordial co-operation 
of the general public who have so liberally sub- 
scribed to the necessary funds, of Government and 
military authorities for many privileges and steady 
support, of missionary societies and other similar 
bodies for the release of men, of those chaplains who 
have so warmly supported our secretaries in their 
efforts, and of those men and women who in India 
and from other countries have temporarily served 
on our staff. Without all this help the work would 
have been altogether impossible. 


Whatever credit may accrue is due to them more 
largely than to any capacity which the Y.M.C.A. 
organization may possess. It is, however, with a 
deep sense of privilege rather than any feeling of 
congratulation that this report is issued. 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG MEN’S 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF INDIA AND CEYLON, 
5, Russell Street, Calcutta. 
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SUMMARY. 


a 2 

| The war work of the Y.M.C.A. | 

of India and Ceylon began with 

5 the sending of 12 secretaries with 5 

the first convoy of Indian troops. | 

to France, October, 1914. Very 

soon thereafter the Territorials 

0 arrived in India, and work for o 

them was begun in a considerable 

number of stations. In July, 

1915, the Mesopotamia work was 

started, followed by East Africa in 

Oo Oo 

November, I915, and by Egypt 

| and Palestine in June, 1917. | 

QO In all more than 375 centres Q 

were established, and 591 differ- 

ent men and women served as full- 

time paid secretaries. The total 

4 amount of money spent directly 5 

on the work in the field, up to the 

end of 1918, was Rs. 29,92,872-4-9. 

In addition, a staff of 17 secre- 

taries and an office force of 65 

C were required for administration J 

at the Calcutta headquarters, at 

an expense of Rs. 3,70,000 ap- 
proximately. 
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TYPES OF WORK DONE. 





A Mission of Christian Social Service for Creating and 
Sustaining Morale. 


Provision of social and recreational centres, as fully 
equipped as location and other controlling circumstances 
would permit, with pianos, billiard and bagatelle tables, libra- 
ries, papers and magazines in English and vernaculars, indoor 
games, writing tables and paper, lounge rooms, canteens 
and halwai shops, gramophones, tabalas, dholaks, harmo- 
niums, cinemas, stereopticons, athletic gear. 


Concerts, dramas, cinema shows, magic-lantern lectures, 
“pagal”? gymkhanas. 


Educational lectures and classes on a great variety of cul- 
tural subjects; ‘‘ talks’? on moral and health topics, citizen- 
ship and social reform ; vocational education through classes 
and instruction in technical subjects, classes for learning 
English, French, Arabic, Hindustani; elementary instruc- 
tion in reading, writing, arithmetic. 


Outdoor games and sports of all varieties, tournaments, 
gymkhanas, 


Hospital visitation, gifts for sick and wounded, distribu- 
tion of sweets and fruit. 


Among British troops, classes and groups for the study of 
the Bible, informal services and hymn-sings, lectures and 
addresses on religious subjects, distribution of khaki Testa- 
ments, Fellowship clubs, quiet rooms for meditation and 
devotion. 


“Whatsoever a man needs we will help him to find it.” 




















FRANCE. 


First Y.M.C.A. War Work in France was done by the twelve 
secretaries from India who arrived in Marseilles with the 
first convoy of Indian troops, November, 1914. W2rk 
continued until early 1920 in full co-operation with Brit- 
ish Y.M.C.A. 


Centres: 9 in Marseilles, 3 each in Rouen and Boulogne; 
one each in Hardelot, Montreuil, Calais, Dieppe, Amiens 
and Lille, 4 Brigade centres with 4th and 5th Cavalry 
Divisions moving constantly—from St. Quentin to Ypres ; 
with 40 Labour Companies in 3rd and 5th Army areas ; 
also with Indian Artillery Ammunition Columns. 


83 secretaries in all on staff during period November, 1914, to 
December, 1919; 49 Indians and Ceylonese, 34 Europeans. 


Indian Soldiers’ Club at Paris, constantly filled with parties 
on leave: sight-seeing under proper guidance and intro- 
duction to men and woimen representing the best life of 
city and nation. Similar clubs in Brussels and Cologne. 


Letter-writing: hundreds of thousands of letters written for 
illiterate sepoys, relieving anxiety and thus keeping them 
in touch with home; inquiry bureau in India re-estab- 
lished broken connections. 


Hospital visitation: ‘‘comforts’”’ and entertainments for 
the wounded, but most of all the personal touch of friend- 
ship and of home in a strange land. 


Interpretation of the West to the sepoys: for these men, 
discovering a new world, that which was best in people 
and customs was made clear, and the underlying spirit 
and ideals upon which the civilisation is built. Likewise 
many opportunities to interpret India to western peoples. 


Labour Corps Work: 12 British workers familiar with Indian 
languages and customs: Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Marathi, 
Khassi, Lushai, Burmese. Recreation huts, gramophones, 
cinemas, lantern shows, lectures, concerts, games, litera- 
ture, free stationery ; hospital work, gifts and comforts ; 
religious services for Christians. 
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INDIA. 


At outbreak of war 3 branches among British troops. Spe- 
cial work for Territorials began in November, 1914, stead- 
ily increasing in extent until December, 1918, when there 
were 56 branches. 


Indian Army work began in 1916, when 6 branches were 
established ; by December, 1918, 27 branches. 


Special work for six months during 1919 (in addition to 
above) in connection with the Afghanistan Expedition: 
10 branches for British and 1o for Indian troops, at 
Peshawar, Jamrud, Ali Masjid, Landi Kotal, Landi 
Khana, Dakka, Chaman, Fort Spin Baldok. 


Work for troops on furlough from Mesopotamia in 1917 and 
1918 at several centres; sight-seeing tours, lectures and 
classes on Indian subjects. 


Speeding and greeting of troops departing and arriving 
during demobilisation period and coming of new army. 


Gradual reduction of British work to peace time basis after 
armistice and throughout following year; strength on 
31st December, 1919, 31 branches, 25 stations with 26 paid 
local secretaries and 3 supervisors. Indian branches, 36, 
with 36 secretaries. 


During the five years a total of 74 different branches for 
British troops and 41 for Indians; 412 different men and 
women served as full-time paid workers for varying 
periods, besides a very large number of honorary helpers 
representing the general public, 


Efforts to link the British soldiers on to the social life of the 
station and to lead the community to feel a real respon- 
sibility, without patronizing, for the soldiers garrisoned 
among them. 

Special endeavour through lectures, trips and literature to 
bring British troops into intelligently appreciative con- 
tact with the best in India and Indian life. 

The usual social, recreational, educational and religious work 
on a large scale. 
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MESOPOTAMIA. 


Beginning in Basra, July, 1915, with one secretary restricted 
to work among convalescent British troops, steady expan- 
sion until end of 1918 when there were 102 branches for 
both British and Indians, with 100 secretaries. Contrac- 
tion to 35 centres by the end of 1g19. 


In all during the five years, 274 secretaries of whom 118 were 
Indians and Ceylonese. 


Huts, dug-outs, mat sheds, tents in Base rest camps, con- 
valescent depots, junction points, base depots, advance 
camps, hospital boats, stationary hospitals, on trans- 
ports. 


Canteens opened as an exceedingly necessary service, espe- 
cially in the early days of hardship, supplementing army 
tations; continued throughout the period as a necessary 
feature of social life in the huts. Ensured cleanliness, 
quality and fair price. Up to December 31, 1918, 
total sales approximately, Rs. 47,44,613-11-5; profits, 
Rs. 7,31,956-6-7 ; maintenance expense of whole work, 
Rs, 16,46,161-12-9. Profits thus paid somewhat less than 
half the maintenance costs. Goods sold at an average of 
I5 per cent. above cost price to insure against loss and 
cover freight and handling. Prices uniform with those 
charged by E.F.C. 


Special emphasis on educational work particularly during 
demobilisation period; officers and men of university 
training discovered and enlisted as lecturers; courses of 
study specially adapted to particular needs of troops, 
with systematic lectures and classes wherever conditions 
permitted. Over 100,000 Readers given free to sepoys ; 
well-patronized libraries of vernacular books ‘and transla- 
tions. Simple lectures and classes on economic, physical 
and general subjects. 


Hundreds of thousands of gallons of tea and lime-juice dis- 
pensed free, millions of sheets of writing-paper given 
away; distribution of gifts and comforts; hospital visita- 
tion. : 
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EAST AFRICA. 


Work began in November, 1915, and closed in February, 1919. 


Number of troops served approximately, 182,000: British, 
and Colonial, 40,000; Indian, 12,000; African, 30,000 ; 
African ‘‘ Carriers,”’ 100,000. 


51 centres: 32 British, 6 Indian, 13 African; from Nairobi 
to Port Amelia, following the troops in their rapid 
advance over vast areas with long lines of communica- 
tions under most difficult transport conditions. 


Stores and recreation facilities pushed out on railways and 


beyond railhead by motor transport to many small 
scattered garrisons. 


A staff of 47 secretaries: 35 supplied by Indian National 
Council, 12 from Africa. 


Acted as ‘ selling agents’ of Field Force Canteens; staff of 
nearly 100 employed apart from secretaries. Profits of 
over Rs. 2} lakhs administered by General Officer Com- 
manding. Record takings of single centre in one day, 
Rs. 7,600. Liquor eliminated; troops protected from 
exploitation by unscrupulous traders. 


For British troops: Institutes providing social facilities, 
lectures, concerts, religious meetings, cinemas, outdoor 
and indoor games, aquatics. Opportunities for self- 
improvement through libraries, classes and educational 
groups. Moral and physical safeguards made possible 
through special lectures. 


For educated Indians in railway, postal and medical ser- 
vices: Institutes affording social, recreational, educationa 
privileges ; service by these men in Indian hospitals, 
entertainments and letter-writing for wounded sepoys. 


For African troops and carriers: cinemas; night classes 
enrolling hundreds who learned to read and write, 
English and simple arithmetic. 


.Promotion of better understanding among races and over- 
coming of racial prejudices by presenting in lectures and 
classes the best of Indian and African life. 
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EGY P Tr"and -PAGESTINE. 


Work opened in June, 1917—immediately permission could 
be secured from the authorities: still being continued 
(at least until end of 1920), ‘carried on under general 
charge of Egypt Y.M.C.A. Committee with senior Indian 
secretary for Indian work. 


31 secretaries: 22 Indians and Ceylonese; 9 British. 


Centres at Suez (2), Tel-el-Kebir (1), Ismailia (1), Kantara 
(3), Cairo (2), Alexandria (1), Jerusalem (1), Aleppo (2), 
Aintab (1), touring in Jordan valley and among brigades 
and battalions within radius of 120 miles around Aleppo. 


An Indian Soldiers’ Club in Alexandria for the accommo- 
dation of men on leave. 


Special Peace Celebrations at Cairo and Suez, entertaining 
4,500 and 6,000 respectively. Expense met by military 
authorities who requested Y.M.C.A. to manage them. 


Indian Concert Party gave 30 shows in 16 camps to audi- 
ences of 2,000 and 3,000 a night. 


Letter-writing, regular hut activities, shopping for sepoys, 
entertainments, guiding parties of Indian troops in Jeru- 
salem, free lime-juice, cocoa and drinking water in the 
terrible thirst of the Jordan valley. 


Hospital visitation; help in Army Educational Scheme. 
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